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Meanwhile, in 1842, he married a Miss Mary Todd,
a girl of good Southern family. The marriage was not
a very happy one. Mary was refined, Lincoln, for all
his great heart, was lacking in social graces, and the
two did not get on well together. They had one thing
in common, however: they were both ambitious. Mary
wanted to see her husband a member of Congress be-
cause of the social distinction it would bring and be-
cause it would take them to the capital, Washington,
and Lincoln desired to reach the same goal because
there were so many wrongs his honest soul desired to
put right. Accordingly, in 1842, he gave up his seat in
the Illinois Legislature and put up for Congress. In
this first attempt he was unsuccessful, and it was not
until 1846 that he was elected a member of the National
House of Representatives.
Honest Abe was now one of those who made laws for
the whole nation, but strangely enough, in view of what
he was to accomplish in later years, he did not dis-
tinguish himself during his two years at Washington.
Perhaps he was too honest, too frank for the professional
politicians, at any rate, he was not a success as a law-
giver, and at the end of his two years of office he retired
from politics and returned home to Springfield, where
he resumed his occupation as a lawyer.
Abraham Lincoln was now thirty-nine years old, and
by his own, efforts he had succeeded in rising from being
the son of a ne'er-do-well frontiersman to the position
of a respected and moderately successful lawyer. But
he was not rich, he was not a great man except in so far
as honesty and kindness make any man great, and had

